[bookmark: _Hlk18247694]Life Group Study 
“The Good, the Bad and the Ugly”
SERIES: “Stretch Your Nets” – Acts (13)
Acts 4:32 – 5:11 
Study: Rev. Paul Witter              Sermon: Arnold Mol











Prepare

View the sermon and complete the sermon notes 

Choose those questions that are pertinent to the group member’s needs 
and experiences. We will be following the TEAMS approach in this study.

Open

1. PRAY for the Holy Spirit to reveal truth and wisdom to you.

2. At what occasion or point and in what group have you sensed the most unity? A sports team, fraternity, army unit, life group, your family, another setting? 


3. What religious practice did you once do just because everyone else was doing it, but now you have outgrown?



4. What stood out in the sermon for you? It may be a point, a question you have, or something you want to know more about.

Digging Deeper: Read Acts 4:32-5:11

TEACHING

1. Compare Acts 4:32-35 to 2:42-47. What qualities marked the church in Jerusalem?


 



2. Were Ananias and Sapphira required to sell the land and lay the money at the apostles feet? What was their sin?




3. What would Ananias and Sapphira gain by  lying about the money they had received? How is your answer related to Acts 4:32-37?







4. Given that we all do sinful things, why do you think that God punished Ananias and Sapphira so severely? How might “great fear” (v11) be useful to God at this point?





5. How would this incident with Ananias and Sapphira  lead to the response of the people in Acts 5:13-14? What words would outsiders use to describe this church?





6. How would you account for the increasing numbers and growth of this church?






Going forward - EQUIPPING

1. In what ways do people attempt to get recognition or appear as “super saints” in the church today? What is their motivation? 




2. [bookmark: _GoBack]What is the impact of hypocrisy on the church? Why is it so dangerous to the church and the name of Christ?




3. What motivates you to serve the Lord? Is it because you love the Lord or is the motive rather public recognition and praise?


4. When have you tried to “fool” God? What happened? (Consider Achan in Joshua 7)




5. How have you experienced the “fear of the Lord”? How has this changed your life? (See Exodus 3:1-6 and Isaiah 6:1-8 for examples)






6. ACCOUNTABILITY: Share with your prayer partner the temptations you face to be a “super saint” and consider ways to overcome these subtle temptations to appear to be something you are not.




7. MISSION: 
* Review your motives in serving the Lord.
* Take one opportunity this week to show the love of Christ to someone. It might be making a phone call, providing a meal, or assisting someone in need.




8. SUPPLICATION: PRAY and ask God to help you serve him with the right motives and for strength to resist subtle temptations to be a “super saint”. Pray for a servant heart that helps you serve and care like the Jerusalem Church Christians.

[image: ][image: ]	 	
image1.png




image2.svg
            


image3.png
ﬁi WATERKLOOF BAPTIST CHURCH
U

LOVE GOD - LOVE PEOPLE - SERVE NATIONS




image4.svg
                                                               


