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                                                        (Acts 4:32-5:11)

INTRODUCTION 
The first church had just been born    Acts 2
    -  A great church  > 15 000 members
          ·  Full of love, genuine fellowship, tremendous joy   Acts 2:46-47
          ·  People were being saved daily      Acts 2:47b
Satan swung into action
    -  He first tried to stop the church through persecution     
          ·  It only made the church bolder   Acts 4:29, 31
    -  Satan then resorted to infiltration
          ·  The greatest threat to any church is the sins of its members
There will never be a perfect church – because we are imperfect people 
    -  The Bible has always presented its heroes as real people with real faults  (eg. David)
     -  However, it is one thing to be imperfect, it is another thing to sin wilfully  
Some stark contrasts
    -  The good in the church
    -  The bad in the church
    -  The ugly in the church

THE GOOD 
Unity  Acts 4:32a
    -  They were more pre-occupied with each other than with themselves  Acts 4:32b   
          ·  No wonder they had such an impact on their community    John 13:35
Powerful preaching   Acts 4:33
    -  Sound biblical teaching = a healthy church    Titus 2:1
    -  Great grace was upon them all   Acts 4:33 (KJV)   
          ·  The favour of the people    Acts 2:47a
          ·  The favour of the Lord    Acts 2:47b    
Genuine caring   Acts 4:34-35
    -  They had the right view of money – a trust from the Lord     1 Corinthians 4:7
    -  This was not some form of Christian communism
          ·  Nobody was forced to give    Acts 5:4
          ·  Giving to the Lord has always been voluntarily    2 Corinthians 9:7
    -  It was an ongoing process    Acts 4:34  
          ·  Done only by those in a position to help  
    -  Giving is an indication of our love for the Lord     1 John 3:17
          ·  The purpose of earning a salary is to help others     Ephesians 4:28
    -  It is also an indication of the genuineness of our faith    James 2:16-17
          ·  Love must be expressed through deeds   1 John 3:18
Footnote:
    -  God wants us to have money    1 Timothy 6:17
          ·  He just doesn’t want us to love it    1 Timothy 6:10
          ·  He has promised to give back far more     Luke 6:38
    -  They gave via the church leaders    Acts 4:35
          ·  They were better informed of individual needs
          ·  They could ensure a fair distribution

An example 
    -  Barnabas    Acts 4:36-37
    -  He was but one of many   Acts 2:44
    -  It was obviously known what Barnabas (and others) had done
          ·  But it was done out of a motive of pure love
THE BAD 
The deceit of Ananias and Sapphira    Acts 5:1-2
    -  Barnabas lived up to his name – this couple did not
          ·  Ananias means “the Lord is gracious”
          ·  Sapphira means “beautiful”
Their sin was not that they withheld some money
    -  In fact, they were under no obligation to give anything at all   Acts 5:4  
Their sin was being dishonest
    -  They claimed that they had given everything to the Lord   Acts 5:2  
They had lied not only to men, but to God Himself     Acts 5:4
    -  All sin is an offence to God    eg. Luke 15:21
Satan had filled their hearts     Acts 5:3
    -  Satan cannot enter a Christian’s life   1 John 5:18
          ·  Unless we continue to sin deliberately
    -  Ananias and Sapphira were fully responsible   Acts 5:4
          ·  It started in their thoughts     Acts 5:9       cf. James 1:14-15
     -  They thought they could get away with it    
          ·  But sin will always become known – sooner or later    Numbers 32:23
Their judgment was swift   Acts 5:5
    -  Sapphira had the chance to own up – but she didn't    Acts 5:8  
They both probably died of a massive heart attack
Does God kill Christians?
    -  Yes!  If we deliberately continue to dishonour His name    1 Corinthians 11:29-30
    -  Great fear seized the whole church   Acts 5:5, 11
          ·  God is serious about the purity of His church    1 Peter 1:16 
THE UGLY
The hypocrisy of Ananias and Sapphira 
    -  They pretended to be spiritual, when in fact they were worldly
          ·  They wanted everyone to think that they were super saints 
    -  They sought glory for themselves   cf. Isaiah 48:11
Hypocrisy can be practised in
    -  our giving   Matthew 6:1
    -  our praying   Matthew 6:5
    -  our fasting   Matthew 6:16
It is one of Satan's key strategies to pollute the church
    -  Probably the greatest reason why unbelievers stay away from church   eg. Romans 2:23-24        
God hates hypocrisy more than any other sin
    -  Jesus frequently mixed with the “bad people” in society   Luke 15:2
          ·  But He openly condemned the hypocrites   eg. Matthew 23:13
    -  There is a special place in hell reserved for hypocrites    Matthew 24:51

The danger is that nobody is a conscious hypocrite
    -  We tell ourselves that what we did was justified      1 Corinthians 3:18
          ·  That our sins are just human shortcomings    	  cf. 1 John 1:8
          ·  Or we put the blame on others    eg. Genesis 3:12
        
THE SAFEGUARDS AGAINST HYPOCRISY
Make sure that our faith is real and not just a pretence     2 Corinthians 13:5
Acknowledge our own depravity    Romans 7:18
Acknowledge our own struggles    James 5:16
Maintain a strong love relationship with the Lord   John 15:9-10
    -  Ask the Lord daily to highlight any sin in our lives      Psalm 139:23-24
          ·  It is difficult to stray far from the Lord in the space of 24 hours
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