[bookmark: _Hlk18247694]_____________________________________________________________________
“The Hope and Confidence we have in Knowing Christ” 
2 Corinthians 4:16  
WBC  Sermon Notes   30/05/2021 
Rev. Paul Witter
_____________________________________________________________________
Introduction 
Christians are people of hope! In Christ we have an eternal hope that never fades.

Reading: 2 Corinthians 4:16


Why can we have a certain hope as Christians who live for and serve the Lord?
The Apostle Paul gives us 5 perspectives that give us hope and confidence: 

1. The Perspective of the …………………………………………………

2 Corinthians 3:12-13, 17-18 

Moses fading radiance.

Christians have a radiance that does not …………………………….

Moses had to go up the mountain to meet with God.
Through Christ, every believer can ………………………………………………… 
Hebrews 10:19-23

3:19 – “transformed”

Believers are being transformed into the likeness of Christ, and ……………………
more and more of His glory.

Why? 4:1 – Believers have experienced the ……………………. of God.



2. The Perspective of a …………………………………………………

2 Corinthians 4:7-10


The Apostle Paul was no stranger to suffering and hardship.
His catalogue of suffering: 2 Corinthians 6:3-20 & 11:23-29.
We are not alone.


The clay pot and treasure: a powerful picture of a great truth: the frailty of humanity and the priceless treasure of the ……………………………….: the good news of knowing Christ.


· Colossians 1:27  “Christ in you, the hope of glory”

· Colossians 2:10  “You are complete in Him”

2 Corinthians 4:7

The very nature of brokenness is the means by which we see the ………………
of Christ.

[bookmark: _GoBack]False preachers at Corinth had proclaimed prosperity gospel which the Apostle refutes: it is in the midst of pain that Jesus power is seen.


It is here that God’s transcendent power is seen:

· “Handicapped, but not hemmed in!”
-- Hellen Keller

· “Perplexed, but not driven to despair”


· “Persecuted, but not abandoned”


· “Struck down, but not destroyed”


2 Corinthians 12:7-10


3. The Perspective of  …………………………………………………

2 Corinthians 4:10-12

If you ever doubt the love of Christ, look back to the ………………………..

Ephesians 3:17-21



4. The Perspective of victory and power over ……………………


2 Corinthians 4:13-14

The outlook of faith (cf. Hebrews 12:1) 

5. The Perspective of ………………………..

2 Corinthians 4:16-18

When we compare our struggles, they are but a drop in the ocean:

· Afflictions replaced with ………………………

· Light afflictions placed with heavy  ……………………

· Light afflictions that are momentary are replaced with the weight of glory that is ………………….

The outlook of faith:

· Abraham – Hebrews 11:10


· Moses – Hebrews 11:26


· Apostle Paul – Philippians 1:20-23



The Milan Cathedral – the inscription on three doors

· “All that …………………… is but for a moment”

· “All that …………………….. is but for a moment”

· “That only is important which is ……………………………”
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