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“It is not how you start but how you end!” 
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Introduction   
We have come to the end of our series: “Real Faith is an Unreal World”. 
During the series we have been considering how to live the supernatural life 
of faith. In the words of A.W. Tozer, “God is looking for people through whom 
HE can DO the impossible.” 
 
 
In our journey of faith we saw that:  

• Our faith walk BEGINS with WORSHIP: Abel brought a sacrifice for his sin, 
which pictures Jesus’ work on the cross. 

• We cultivate our faith by WALKING with God. Enoch had an intimate 
relationship or WALK with God. 

• Faith WORKS for the SALVATION of others. Noah built ark & SAVED his 
family. 

• Faith WAITS on God’s TIMING. Abraham RESTED in the providence  
and sovereign purposes of God. 

• Faith WARS against strongholds. Moses led God’s people out of Egypt 
(a symbol of oppression and bondage), and into the Promised Land 

• Faith WINS spiritual BATTLES. Joshua conquered Jericho. 

• Faith WITNESSES to God’s GRACE. Rahab’s LIFE TESTIMONY is 
fundamentally about the grace of God.  

• Faith WITHSTANDS the DIFFICULTIES of life. The Multitude was  
empowered to persevere. 

 
 
 
 
 
 



THE FAITH RACE: It’s not how you start but how you end!  

Roger Bannister & John Landy 
Have you become distracted?   
 
 

Hebrews 12:1-3 

 

Distractions! 

 

 

 

Four imperatives (essentials):  

1.  Our faith is an EXCLUSIVE faith (v1) 
 

“Let us throw off [strip off, lay aside] everything that hinders…” 

 

 

 

 

“.. and sin that so easily entangles” 

 

 

 



2. Our faith is a PERSEVERING faith (v1) 
 
V1b “And let us run with perseverance the race marked out for us” 
 

I have fought the good fight,  I have finished the race, I have kept the faith. 
Now there is in store for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord,  
the righteous judge, will award to me on that day -- and not only to me,  
but also to those who have longed for his appearing.        -- 2 Timothy 4:7-8 
 
The secret to run with perseverance 

 

Bill Badenhorst 

His finish was as glorious as that of the world’s greatest -- though he finished 
last. 
 

3. Our faith is a FOCUSED faith (v2) 

“Let us fix our eyes on Jesus” 

Let us run, looking to Jesus … 
 
 
Jesus Christ, the author, the pioneer and perfecter of our faith. 
 
“For the message of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but  
to those who are being saved, it is the power of God.”   -- 1 Corinthians 1:18 
 
“For I resolved to know nothing while I was with you, except Jesus Christ  
and him crucified.”                                                                 -- 1 Corinthians 2:2 
 
 
The Old Rugged Cross 
 
 



4. Our faith is a RECKONING faith (v3) 

“Consider Jesus - that you do not grow weary & loose heart.” 
 
 
We begin the faith journey in Hebrews 1:1 -- 
“In the past, G spoke to our fathers at many times and in various ways,  
but in these last days, he has spoken by his son.” 
 
In chapter 1 we see Jesus in all his glory 

• We have all the riches of His inheritance – He is the PROMISED HEIR 

• In Jesus we have all the creative resources of heaven – he is the  
POWERFUL CREATOR 

• We have the PROVISION of a loving God --  the PROVIDENTIAL SUSTAINER 

• In Him we see all the GLORY of the Father – the PRECISE REPRESENTOR 

• Jesus makes God REAL to us – He is the PERSONAL REVELATION of God. 

• Jesus is the SAVIOUR with a cross – the PERFECT SACRIFICE 

• He is the KING in session – the  PRIESTLY RULER 
 

…CONSIDER JESUS says the author to Hebrews: 
In chapter 2, Jesus is the author and trailblazer of our faith; 
in chapter 3, Jesus is greater than the lawgiver Moses; 
in chapter 4, in  Jesus, we find our rest, and in Hebrews 4:14-16, and on  into  
    chapter 5, he is the Great High Priest; 
in chapter 6, Jesus is the anchor of our souls, firm & secure; 
in chapter 7, Jesus is heavenly intercessor; 
in chapter 8, He is the bringer of a new and better covenant; 
in chapter 9, the perfect sacrifice; 
in chapter 10, the full and final sacrifice; 
in chapter 11, He is worthy of our faith; 
in chapter 12, we dare not miss His grace; 
and in chapter 13, He is the same, yesterday, today & forever. 
 
Philippians 3:7-10 
 
Story of a diver 
 
Hebrews 9:26(b)-28 


