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INTRODUCTION:   

What would you say are the characteristics of an “alive church”? 

 

 

From a human perspective, the church at Sardis had a reputation of being 
…………………….., but in Jesus eyes it was ………………….  
These Christians did not experience the ……………………… of the Spirit; just as 
the Apostle Paul had written, “They have a form of godliness, but deny its 
power.”   (2 Timothy 3:5). Society had put its stamp of approval on this 
church, but Jesus was about to write “Ichabod” (1 Sam. 4:21) or “glory 
departed” across it. 

RECAP: 

The personality & work of the Holy Spirit (v1) “seven spirits of God” 

“seven spirits of God” - a picture or symbol of the Holy Spirit: 

• “Seven” is a symbol of perfection, fullness and completeness. 

• This passage takes us back to two Old Testament passages:: 
In Isaiah 11:2 – the sevenfold work of the Holy Spirit in giving wisdom,  
     understanding, counsel, strength (fortitude), knowledge, piety and fear  
     of the Lord. 
In Zechariah chapter 4 we read about the 7 burning lamps. In verse 6 of 
this chapter the message to God’s people is “not by might, not by power, 
but by my spirit says the Lord.” This is a word to us to not to operate in 
human strength but in the strength and power of God’s Spirit!!! 

• This letter was circulated to seven churches and we are so reminded of 
the presence of the Holy Spirit among these seven churches. It is a 
reminder that the Spirit is present among the people of God. 
(Matthew 28:20) 

 
 



We then took a look at THE MINISTRY OF THE HOLY SPIRIT 

• He gives spiritual life. (Romans 8:9). We are ‘born again’ (Jn. 3:6) and are 
given spiritual life (John 6:63) 

• Lives in believers  (1 Corinthians 6:19) and we will know Him. (Jn 14:17) 

• Gives us the assurance (witness in our hearts) that we are children 
of God (Romans 8:16) 

• Leads or guides believers ( Romans 8:14)  

• He teaches the believer (John 14:26) and guides into truth (Jn 16:13) 

• Produces spiritual fruit in the life of the Christian (Gal. 5:22-23) 

• Is the giver of spiritual gifts. (1 Corinthians 12:11) 

• Promotes unity (Ephesians 4:3) 
 
Where there is a lack of power and life, there is a lack of receiving! 
Atop Mnt. Timoles is the acropolis (1500m foot high)  where the citadel was 
situated. Twice in its history this military outpost was overcome because the 
sentries were sleeping. The leadership of Sardis church were also sleeping and 
failed to highlight the ministry of the Spirit. 
 
Finally, last time we asked an important question: 
“What are the VITAL SIGNS – the work of the Spirit - that we expect to find 
or see in a Spirit filled believer or church?” 
• A love, passion and submission to the Word of God   (1 Pet 2:1-3) 
• A changed life!              (2 Cor 5:17; Gal.5:22-23) 
• The use of the gifts, empowered by the Spirit  (1 Cor. 12) 
• A desire for God’s approval, not man’s.                  (2 Cor. 5:9) 
• A quest for holiness and purity                   (1 Pet. 1:14-16) 
• A servant attitude                                           (Rom. 12:1-13) 
• A heart concern for the lost & preaching the Gospel  (Luke 24:47) 
• The discipling of believers                              (Matt. 28:18-20) 
• Strong spiritual leadership                           (1 Tim. 3:1-13) 
• A ministry of missions & church planting   (Acts 13:1-3) 
• Regularity in prayer                                     (1 Thess. 5:17) 
• Growth in quality and quantity                   (Acts 2:47) 
• An unwillingness to compromise                (Eph. 6:11) 
 
The impact of the Spirit in the life of the Christian. 
 A story from the life of Dwight L Moody 



You can resist the work and person of the Holy Spirit. 

1. In the life of the non-Christian 

The unforgivable sin:     Matthew 12:31-32 (Mark 3:28-29; Luke 12:10) 

 

 

2. In the lives of God’s people 

Four examples from Scripture: You can … 

 
• ………………………….. Him (Hebrews 3:15)  

“Today, if you hear His voice, do not harden you hearts”   
 
 

• ………………………….. Him (Acts 7:51) 
“You are just like your fathers, you resist the Holy Spirit” 

 
   

• ………………………….. Him (1 Thessalonians 5:19) 
“Do not quench the Spirit” 

 
 

•  ………………………….. Him (Ephesians 4:30)   
“Do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God ” 

 
 

Or you can ……………………………………………to Him! (Ephesians 5:18) 

“Be filled with the Spirit” 

 

• A C………………………………: wine vs the Spirit  
Losing or keeping ………………………… 

• C………………………………… – submit to the Spirit (Greek passive) 
“Be filled” - you cannot fill your self 

• A C………………………………. experience (Gr. present continuous tense) 
Be filled again and again 
One baptism, many fillings    (Pentecost- Acts 2; Acts 4:,31) 

•  A C……………………………: (Present tense): be filled ……………….!! 
Are you willing to surrender your life? John 15:5 



A plan for renewal   

1. REKINDLE the ……………………………………………… (v2a) “wake up” 
This is work of the Spirit, but we must seek it! 
A word of clarity: We believe in one baptism of the Spirit at conversion, 
and many fillings of the Spirit thereafter. (cf. Acts 4:8, 31) 
 

2. RECEIVE the …………………………………………. (v2b) 
“wake up and strengthen what remains, which is about to die” 
This was Paul’s heart – Romans 1:11 “I long to see you that I may impart 
to you some spiritual gift to make you strong. ” 
Strengthen = …………………………………. 
God created you for a purpose – Ephesians 2:10 “Masterpiece” 
 

3. REMEMBER your ……………………………….. (v3a) 
“Remember therefore what you have received and heard” 
Romans 10:17 –“faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the Word of God” 
 2 Tim 3:16,17 
 

4. RETURN to the …………………………………….(v3b) 
A Biblical understanding of the Spirit’s ministry.   1 Cor. 14:32,33 
 

5. REPENT and get ……………………………………………! (V3c) 
 

Jesus ultimatum – v3d: 
 
Good news for those who are more concerned about pleasing God than man: 
the promise of salvation (v4-6) 
 
The church of Jesus Christ has been commanded to live in the 
empowerment of the Spirit: 

 

• ……………………… in the Spirit (Jude 20) 

• ……………………… in the Spirit (1 Thessalonians 1:5) 

• ……………………… in the Spirit (John 4:24) 

• ………..………  and …………………… in the Spirit (Galatians 5:16,24) 

A closing invitation: Isaiah 1:18 


